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nchmg Shakespeare with significant action aic ill-chosen
Foi various reasons we cut the Second Gravedigger This
is an unusual but perfectly satisfactoiy cut The scene opens
with our half-drawn curtain, the Gravediggei singing m the
gra\e up R, Hamlet and Horatio entering down L Ihe
lights aie suggestive of evening, with sunset red Hamlet is
now more assured, dignified, and controlled His journey to
England may be taken to mark a spnitual 01 psychological
advance x He voyages through to a new suemty This was
suggested by his wearing new and colouiful clothes red-
dish-purple, with a cloak of the same colour, a coloui sug-
gesting tragic dignity and spiritual authonty, and also toning
well with the graveyard scene He also has a small gieyish
beard and white streaks line his han, marking an inciease
of age that assists this quality of spnitual advance and also
has some justification in the text2 'How long hast thou been
a grave-maker9 should be curiously spoken with a dwelling
emphasis on 'grave3 Hamlet is so mteiestcd in gtaves,
skulls, death, and all that concerns them For the speech on
Yonck's skull he is L of the grave, but R of Hoiatio the
centre of a small gioup At Toionto \\e had a platfoim
(covered with canvas) leading up to the giave First Hamlet
addressed the Gravedigger with one foot on this level, but
later advanced to take Yonck's skull, high and central,
Horatio moving to Hamlet's first position This makjs a
formal group for what is an apex of imaginative intensity
The Yonck lines should be taken slow,8 the whole scene up
to this should go smoothly, and its emotional quality be
allowed to luxunate at leisure The stillness oi ctumly
should brood over it
This stillness is next violently distmbcd The funci il pro-
1   Compare Stavrogm's vo>agc into the far North m Dostoievsky'*,
The Possessed as interpreted by Mr Middleton Hurry
2   Compare the sense we receive of Romeo's advance to manhood and
Macbeth*s to old age
3   On the phrase 'your songs* the actor should think of Festc "nd dwell
on the word 'songs' Yonck is a symbol of all those lost dreams